November/December 2020
Bula! Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
The church family has enjoyed the new building and location. After a few months adjusting to the new
place, we determined that it would be beneficial to inquire about renting the adjacent storefront. The two
buildings had previously been connected as one business, and after prayer and inquiring on the rent, we
proceeded with renting the additional building. We will use that room as a children’s Sunday School room
as well as a church office for Pastor Jonathan and me. As with the original building, we had a lot of work
ahead of us. The work included electrical, plumbing, cleaning and painting. We still have a few repairs
to make but we have been able to use the room for the last month for Sunday School. We have also been
able to purchase a new table and chairs to be used in the office and Sunday School. We are praying about
purchasing new chairs for the auditorium as well. We have priced the chairs at an average of $35 each. We
need approximately 30 chairs to replace the existing chairs.
In November we started our Friday Night Youth Meetings. We had nine children in attendance.
We enjoyed a few games and snacks. I was able to end the night with a short message on
salvation. The plans are to continue doing Youth Nights the second Friday of every month,
beginning in January.
As we geared up for the Christmas season, we also geared up for cyclone season here in the
South Pacific. Around December 14, we got word a cyclone was developing and looking to
pass close to Fiji. As the week progressed it continued to grow and turn. On Wednesday,
December 16, it was determined that Cyclone Yasa, now a confirmed Category 5, was to pass
directly between the two main islands of Fiji, meaning we were in a direct path of the cyclone.
Our family spent the day putting up storm shutters, collecting clothing and food supplies in
water-tight plastic totes, and storing up drinking water. Thursday began with wind and rain.
It steadily got worse and throughout late Thursday evening and Friday morning Savusavu and
many other surrounding areas were battered with the storm. Thankfully, our area was not
heavily damaged but some villages north of us were devastated. Many other places in Fiji were
affected by flooding from the heavy rains. Please be in prayer for the people of Fiji as many are
without homes, clean water, food or electricity.
After the storm I was able to get out and check on those in our area. Thankfully, besides trees
and power lines down, there was no major damage. For our family we have been without
power for two weeks, water has been inconsistent, but we are safe and have plenty of food and
water. The church building had only some slight flooding in the auditorium area. We were
able to just sweep the water out, mop and set the platform up to dry out.
A few days ago the power company was working in our area. I decided I would walk down and
meet them. I was able to speak with the supervisor for a while. These men were from another
part of Fiji but came to our area to help with the power restoration. I had the opportunity to share
the Gospel with him and he seemed very open and curious. I learned where the men were staying
while in Savusavu and was able to stop by later and give them each a New Testament and Amanda
made a few cookies to share with them.
Grace Baptist Mission is looking forward to an exciting New Year here in Savusavu. Pastor Jonathan
and I are praying and working on organizing more outreach programs for the area. Ms. Leslie and
Amanda are working on the Children’s Sunday School schedule and trying to incorporate some fun
games and scripture memory incentives for the children.
Thank you for your many prayers and we covet your prayers as we enter into this new year.
In prayer for Fiji,
Robbie and Amanda Leonard
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