Bula! From the Leonard Family!

September/October 2020

Pastor Jonathan McPherson and I pulled out the hammers, saws, and paint brushes to begin our church building renovations!
The building is a roughly 350 sq. ft. store front building. We began our renovations with installing lights, fixing doors and
painting. We also built a simple platform for the front of the building. Amanda and the kids where a big help also, coming in on
the last few days to help with the clean up process. We were excited to be able to hold our first Sunday service on September 27th!
Please visit our website leonards4fiji.com to see a short video recap of the first service and
building renovations.
With the change in venue for the church, Pastor Jonathan requested that I switch from
teaching the Thursday service to teaching the Adult Sunday School. Amanda has taken over
the Children’s Sunday School for Ms. Leslie, as she was expecting the delivery of their third
child. In addition to our normal service times and lunch following the service, we added an
afternoon prayer service to the schedule.
It is always interesting to see how God works, one of those ways is in the location of our church.
Located just a few shops down from the church, is a billiard hall, where many local young
men and women visit during the evenings. Because of the high traffic on Thursday evenings,
I have had the opportunity to speak with some of them about salvation and invite them to
church. One man, Knox, came back the following Sunday for services. He also brought a few
family members along with him. One of those family members was a young teen boy named
Ledua (Lin-do-wa). Ledua continued to attend a few of the following services,
and on October 25, I had the privilege of leading Ledua to the Lord!
On October 25th Ms. Leslie went into the hospital for an emergency c-section, but
unfortunately the baby had passed away. The funeral for baby Melissa ReaKenzie
was on October 30th. Please keep Pastor Jonathan and the McPherson family in
your prayers, as they grieve the loss of Baby Melissa, and also for the emotional
and physical healing of Ms. Leslie.
With the church in a permanent meeting place, we can now focus on getting out
into the area more and sharing the gospel in Savusavu. Some of the hardships
in Savusavu are the many religions and denominations in the region. They have
been here for many generations and have a strong hold.
While speaking with someone about salvation you quickly
learn that they are trusting in good works to get to heaven.
Even after showing them from the Bible that you can’t go to
heaven by your works, they don’t want to accept Christ as
their Savior. We ask that you continue to keep the work of
Grace Baptist Mission in your prayers.
In Prayer for Fiji,
Robbie and Amanda Leonard
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